Sound Map Activity


Gather the class in one specific area in the outdoors, where they can sit without disruption from other people. 
While doing so, the students should create a sound map of what they hear. 
Set timeframe and boundary and ask students to begin the task.
Teachers can pause the activity to check progress, some help as required, and it is expected that the activity should take approx. 30 minutes.  
Once everyone has completed their map, the teacher may choose to move the class to a new area, and repeat survey, or perhaps finish the activity at this point.
To finish, gather back as a group (inside or out) and share findings, discussing with the students what they found, and any highlights they discovered. Even if you are outside a lot of the time, many of us don’t stop very often to just listen to the world around you in a purposeful way. A sound map is a cool way to catalogue the sounds of your environment.
You will need:
· Markers colouring pencils
· Piece of card
To make your sound map: 
· Sit and listen to the world around you. Focus on hearing all of the sounds for a minute or two before you begin to draw what you hear.
· Draw a map of the sounds you hear. What is the sound? Where is it coming from?
· Share your map with your friend and compare what you each heard.

Questions to think about:
· What kinds of things did you hear?
· Would you have heard them if you weren’t focusing on listening?
· Were there sounds you didn’t expect to hear?
· What made it difficult to listen to the world around you?
· How would this change if you did it at a different time? 
· How important is hearing to animals?
· Is it more important for predators or prey?
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